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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Xavier University of Louisiana  

appoints Nancy Hampton as Library Director 

 
New Orleans, La – Xavier University of Louisiana has announced the appointment of Nancy 
Hampton as Library Director. Hampton, a long-serving member of the Xavier community, will 
provide vision, strategic direction and leadership for one of the nation’s leading Historically 
Black College and University (HBCU) libraries as the university approaches the celebration of its 
first century of service.  

Hampton has served as Xavier’s Interim Library Director since 2021. Before taking on the role of  
Interim Director, Hampton was Head of Collection Resources for the Xavier University library for 
seven years and the Fine Arts Librarian from 2008-2014. Prior to her appointment at Xavier, 
Hampton served as a librarian at The New York Public Library. Hampton is proud to be an 
integral part of a place where students can find community, earnest study, and new knowledge. 

“We are excited that Nancy Hampton has agreed to take on the role as Library Director at 
Xavier," said Dr. Marguerite Giguette, Interim Provost and Senior Vice President of Academic 
Affairs. "Her dedication to student development and research ensures that Xavier continues its 
tradition of excellence in educating our students and providing them with the tools necessary to 
become leaders.” 

As Library Director, Hampton will continue ensuring students have access to library resources 

and build an inclusive, diverse, and accepting community through library programming, 

information sharing, and the university’s multi-faceted library collection. She will foster 

information accessibility, collaboration between Xavier students, and community building 

through her enthusiastic leadership of the library staff. 

“I’m excited to step into this role during this pivotal time at the university. My team and I are 

working to establish a 21st-century library as Xavier approaches its historic centennial,” said 

Hampton. “As Library Director, I want to encourage Xavierites to utilize the library’s resources 

for their daily informational and intellectual needs.” 

Nancy contributes to librarianship as a member of the Board of the Catholic Research 

Resources Alliance and serves in the Acquisition and Collection Development Section of the 

International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions (IFLA). 
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Though a Louisiana native, Hampton experienced a nomadic childhood and experienced 

diverse cultures as the child of a military veteran. She received her bachelor of science in 

speech-language pathology from Howard University, her master of science in library studies 

from Clark Atlanta University, and her master of fine arts in new media from the Transart 

Institute at Donau Universität Krems. Hampton also has a passion for artwork, using salvaged 

cotton materials to create sculptures depicting Louisianans circa 1776. Her cloth and fiber work 

has been exhibited in Kamloops, British Colombia and Vienna, Austria.  

 

 

 

### 

About Xavier University of Louisiana 

Xavier University of Louisiana, America’s only historically Black and Catholic University, is ranked among 

the top three HBCUs (historically Black colleges and universities) in the nation. Recognized as a national 

leader in STEM and health sciences, Xavier produces more African American students who graduate 

from medical schools each year than any other university in the United States. Additionally, Xavier’s 

College of Pharmacy is also among the top producers of African American pharmacists in the country. 

Established in 1925, by Saint Katharine Drexel and the Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament as a place for 

African American and Native Americans to receive quality education, Xavier has since expanded its 

programs in art, business, education, biological sciences, chemistry, pharmacy and political science. 

More recent additions in robotics, bioinformatics, engineering, data science, neuroscience and genetics, 

in addition to new STEM-based master’s programs, have provided Xavier students (2,749 

undergraduates and 849 graduates) an unbeatable combination of traditional classroom study, hands-on 

research, service-learning opportunities and life experiences. Xavier students collaborate with world-

renowned faculty, who are experts in their fields, to produce award-winning research and notable work. 

The winning Xavier formula is to provide students with a well-balanced curriculum and an environment 

that nurtures their intellect and feeds their souls, thereby facilitating a more just and humane society for 

all. For more information about Xavier University of Louisiana, visit us online at www.xula.edu or contact 

Regi Reyes at (504) 520-5425 or rreyes@xula.edu. 
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