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Xavier University of Louisiana Receives
$20 million Gift from Anonymous Donor

New Orleans LA - A $20 million gift from a donor wishing to remain anonymous has become
Xavier University of Louisiana’s largest private donation from an individual to date. This gift will
allow the university to expand scholarships, endow new faculty positions and make much needed

investments to sustain the mission of the nation’s only Catholic and historically Black university.

The $20 million gift, announced July 28, 2020, represents an entrée into a new era of fundraising at

the institution as it approaches its 100t year anniversary in 2025.

The gift was secured following conversations between Xavier University of Louisiana President
Reynold Verret, and representatives of the donor, in which were shared Xavier's mission, student
profile, dedication to academic rigor and cultivation of the spirit of service leadership in our
students.

“This is a remarkable demonstration of support and encouragement for Xavier and its mission, and
a reminder that what we do is important-not only at the University, but also within our global
community,” stated President Verret. He continued, “This gift will enhance the university's capacity

to educate in the medical sciences, pharmacy, law, the arts, and the social sciences.”

This gift is a pivotal development, ensuring that students have access to the exceptional education
offered at Xavier. The institution is known for its long history of producing more African American
MDs than any other institution in the United States, also federal judges, civil rights attorneys,
renowned artists and musicians, business leaders, and elected officials — serving on local, state

and national levels.

Xavier is profoundly grateful to the donor for this gift which will allow us to continue our mission to
create a just and humane society through educational equity. Gifts such as this change the lives of
our students, their communities and the nation.

-end-

About Xavier University of Louisiana

Being America’s only historically Black and Catholic University is just the first of the distinctions that have set
Xavier University of Louisiana apart for more than nine decades. Despite its relatively small size (3,300
students), Xavier is a nationally recognized leader in the STEM and the health sciences, producing more
African American students who graduate from medical schools each year than any other university in the
United States. The College of Pharmacy is among the top producers of African American pharmacists.

Its liberal arts-based programs in areas such as art, business, education, psychology, and political science —
as well as such recent additions as bioinformatics, data science, neuroscience, crime and social justice, and
jazz studies — offer students an unbeatable combination of traditional classroom study, hands-on research,
service-learning opportunities, and life experiences. The winning Xavier formula? Provide students with a
well-balanced curriculum and an environment that nurtures their intellect and feeds their souls.

For more information about Xavier University of Louisiana visit us online at www.xula.edu or hear about our

history at https://ready.xulastory.com/. Follow us on Facebook, YouTube, or Twitter @XULA1925. To book

interviews and/or to speak with our experts in the field of pharmacy, education, premed, public health,
science, technology, math, business, English, communications, and the arts, contact Lance Sumler at (504)

520-5240 or Isumler@xula.edu.



