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Xavier University of Louisiana part of $50 million regional partnership 

to create clean hydrogen cluster in South Louisiana 

New Orleans, La – H2theFuture, a 25-organization partnership including Xavier University of 

Louisiana, was awarded a $50 million federal grant from the U.S. Economic Development 

Administration (EDA). Spearheaded by Greater New Orleans Inc. and the Greater New Orleans 

Development Foundation, the grant supports efforts to transition the state away from 

nonrenewable energy to renewable energy, which utilizes a cleaner form of hydrogen. Clean 

hydrogen is a non-toxic, clean energy source less harmful to the environment. H2theFuture will 

develop and implement a clean hydrogen cluster strategy to retain and create Louisiana jobs 

while substantially reducing carbon emissions in the South Louisiana industrial corridor. 

“As this nation and world adjust to a new energy economy, hydrogen will be a vital and green 

feedstock and fuel that powers our future,” said Reynold Verret, President Xavier University 

of Louisiana.  “Xavier and other Louisiana institutions will contribute to the dawning of a new 

day, in how we fuel our lives in clean and sustainable ways, by educating the talent needed to 

lead the development and implementation of new technologies, practices and business models 

and to conduct the innovative research that will map our course forward.” 

In addition to Xavier, H2theFuture will work with three other Historically Black Colleges and 

Universities (HBCUs) in Louisiana: Dillard University; Southern University and A&M College; 

and Southern University of New Orleans (SUNO). The collaboration will prepare students for 

emerging executive jobs in the new energy sector, offer direct internship opportunities, and 

encourage the development of entrepreneurial concepts through industry-aligned curricula.  

“At Xavier, we educate our talented students to promote a more just and humane society by 

utilizing their knowledge and gifts to improve and heal communities,” said Dr. Anne McCall, 

Provost of Xavier University of Louisiana. “We are excited to join our partners in this 

endeavor by educating our students for innovative careers in clean energy and ways to reduce 

environmental disparities in our communities.” 

A significant element of H2theFuture’s strategy is retention, development, and upskilling in 
Louisiana’s energy workforce. The H2theFuture coalition aims to 1) preserve traditional energy 
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jobs in lower-carbon applications, 2) train future workers for new, clean energy jobs, and 3) 
intentionally address historical economic, environmental and social challenges. 

For decades, Louisiana has been an energy state, with more oil and gas jobs per capita, more 

pipelines per square mile, and more energy ingenuity than anywhere in the United States. 

Louisiana is ranked amongst the highest states in terms of total energy consumption. This 

partnership allows for a transition to a new energy economy, contributing to cleaner and more 

sustainable ways of living.  

“By participating in the H2theFuture project, Xavier and our students will be central in efforts that 

will work at decarbonizing the South Louisiana industrial corridor,” said Dr. Anderson Sunda-

Meya, Dean of Xavier University of Louisiana’s College of Arts and Sciences. “Through 

this work and education, our students will also be prepared to enter new, clean-energy careers.” 

To learn more, visit H2thefuture.org. See original release published here.  

 

 

### 

About Xavier University of Louisiana  

Xavier University of Louisiana, America’s only historically Black and Catholic University, is 

ranked among the top three HBCUs (historically Black colleges and universities) in the nation. 

Recognized as a national leader in STEM and health sciences, Xavier produces more African 

American students who graduate from medical schools each year than any other university in 

the United States. Additionally, Xavier’s College of Pharmacy is also among the top producers 

of African American pharmacists in the country.  

Established in 1925, by Saint Katharine Drexel and the Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament as a 

place for African American and Native Americans to receive quality education, Xavier has since 

expanded its programs in art, business, education, biological sciences, chemistry, pharmacy 

and political science. More recent additions in robotics, bioinformatics, engineering, data 

science, neuroscience and genetics, in addition to new STEM-based master’s programs, have 

provided Xavier students (2815 undergraduates and 787 graduates) an unbeatable combination 

of traditional classroom study, hands-on research, service-learning opportunities and life 

experiences. Xavier students collaborate with world-renowned faculty, who are experts in their 

fields, to produce award-winning research and notable work. The winning Xavier formula is to 

provide students with a well-balanced curriculum and an environment that nurtures their intellect 

and feeds their souls, thereby facilitating a more just and humane society for all. For more 

information about Xavier University of Louisiana, visit us online at www.xula.edu or contact Regi 

Reyes at (504) 520-5240 or rreyes@xula.edu. 
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