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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Xavier University of Louisiana partners with The University of 

Manchester to promote excellence worldwide 
 

New Orleans, La. - Today, Xavier University of Louisiana was announced as one of three distinguished 
American universities that has established an innovative Special Relationship Partnership with The 
University of Manchester (UoM). This landmark collaboration reflects a shared commitment to fostering 
academic excellence, diversity, and global engagement. The arrangement will help to enhance the 
universities’ dedication to international research and teaching with increased engagement with higher 
education around the globe. UoM is also partnering with Vassar College and Spelman College. 
 
The collaboration from the two sides of the Atlantic is built on the mutual values of the institutions, 
including the strong emphasis on equity, diversity, social justice and inclusion. Each of the participating 
higher education centers share a vision of creating a collaborative environment that supports academic 
growth, mutual learning and meaningful connections. 
 
"Xavier University of Louisiana appreciates the opportunity to partner with the University of Manchester 
in undertaking joint education projects that will give Xavierites the opportunity to embark on a post-
graduate degree at UoM," said Reynold Verret, President of Xavier University of Louisiana. "Xavier and 
UoM are both renowned universities, united in their commitment to academic diversity, international 
collaboration, and the betterment of the world. Through this partnership, Xavier's mission to promote a 
more just and humane society through the education of our students to become leaders of positive 
change is further elevated and highlighted on the global stage.” 
 
Current Xavier students or those who have graduated from Xavier within the past two academic years 
are eligible to apply for the program. Applicants who qualify for a master’s program through the 
partnership are eligible to apply for any appropriate scholarships offered by UoM.  
 
The University of Manchester will facilitate collaborative research and teaching partnerships by 
encouraging faculty and student exchanges, joint research projects, and Global Classrooms initiatives. 
These endeavors aim to enrich the educational experience for students on a worldwide scale, fostering a 
sense of global citizenship and interconnectedness. 
 
Professor Dam Nancy Rothwell, President and Vice-Chancellor of The University of Manchester and 
Professor Steve Flint, Associate Vice-President for Internationalisation at The University of Manchester 
jointly stated "Our partnerships with Vassar College, Xavier University, and Spelman College represent a 
commitment to international collaboration, research excellence, and the creation of a shared teaching 
and learning environment. These relationships underscore our dedication to promoting academic 
diversity and fostering global perspectives." 
  

mailto:XULAnews@XULA.edu


Recently, members of the Xavier honors program, Xavier Exponential, had the opportunity to visit the 
UoM campus as well as Birmingham City University in September. Dr. Shearon Roberts, Director of 
Xavier’s Exponential Honors Program, an associate professor of Mass Communication and a faculty 
member in the university’s African American and Diaspora Studies Program, acted as an advisor and 
coordinator. After the visit, Dr. Roberts received a reply from the UoM Faculty of Humanities Associate 
Dean for Internationalisation, Angelia Wilson, who stated, “The students were a real credit to XULA – 
very impressive, bright and engaged. We look forward to our growing relationship with XULA.” 
 
While in the United Kingdom (UK), the Xavierites were able to meet and speak with several professors in 
different academic programs at both universities. They were able to learn about the experiences of 
Black Britons from two prominent Black education activists- Kehinde Andrews, professor of Black 
Studies, who co-founded the only Black Studies undergraduate and graduate degree program at 
Birmingham City, and Tyrone Smith, founder of the Boukman Academy, an education platform and 
online school that teaches Black history, politics, psychology and sociology. 
 
Brier Evans, a mass communications senior and a member of Xavier Exponential, created a video 
detailing their travels that can be viewed here.  
  

   
 

 
### 

About Xavier University of Louisiana 

Xavier University of Louisiana, America’s only historically Black and Catholic University, is ranked among the top 
three HBCUs (historically Black colleges and universities) in the nation. Recognized as a national leader in STEM and 
health sciences, Xavier produces more African American students who graduate from medical schools each year 
than any other university in the United States. Additionally, Xavier’s College of Pharmacy is also among the top 
producers of African American pharmacists in the country. 

Established in 1925 by Saint Katharine Drexel and the Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament as a place for African 
American and Native Americans to receive quality education, Xavier has since expanded its programs in art, 
business, education, biological sciences, chemistry, pharmacy and political science. More recent additions in 
robotics, bioinformatics, engineering, data science, neuroscience and genetics, in addition to new STEM-based 
master’s programs, have provided Xavier students (3,419 students) an unbeatable combination of traditional 
classroom study, hands-on research, service-learning opportunities and life experiences. Xavier students collaborate 
with world-renowned faculty, who are experts in their fields, to produce award-winning research and notable work. 
The winning Xavier formula provides students with a well-balanced curriculum and an environment that nurtures 
their intellect and feeds their souls, thereby facilitating a more just and humane society for all. For more 
information about Xavier University of Louisiana, visit us online at ww.XULA.edu or contact Regi Reyes at (504) 520-
5240 or XULAnews@XULA.edu 

 

https://youtu.be/jGUJlrolqjY?si=PCWvXvCMKIL8z5nX

