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Event Date 

2019-2020 Residency Begins July 1 

Essence Festival* July 5-7 

XU Convocation Center* July 27 

James Chapel* Aug 10 

New Home Ministry* Sept 14 

1st Pilgrim Baptist* Sept 28 

RESIDENCY HIGHLIGHTS 

*Community Service Event 

Front: 2018-2019 XULA Residency Class, Bolanle Soyombo, PharmD; Micah Johnson, 

PharmD; Rania El-Desoky, PharmD; and Anthony Nguyen, PharmD 

Rear: Janel Bailey-Wheeler, PharmD, BCACP, Residency Program Director;  Kathleen 

Kennedy, PharmD, Dean of  the College of Pharmacy; Shandrika Landry, PharmD,  

BCACP, CDE, Assistant Program Director 

Upcoming Events 

Special acknowledgements to Keturah 

Crease, PharmD Candidate 2020 for her crea-

tion of our newsletter title! 
 

Prepared by: Micah Johnson, PharmD 

Reviewed by: Kierra M. Dotson, PharmD, BCPS 

Linkedin® app 

 Create your profile to 

build and stay engaged 

with your professional 

network. 

Resident Toolkit 

Lexicomp® app 

 In-depth information on 

drugs, interactions, medical 

calculations, etc.  
Resident research projects were presented at Alcalde 2019, 33rd Annual 

Southwest Leadership Conference in Frisco, TX. This conference provides 

pharmacy residents an opportunity to share their projects with the hopes of 

promoting evidence-based research. Details of each resident research project 

is listed below: 

 Dr. Soyombo studied the impact of body mass index on 90-day warfarin 
requirements in a retrospective chart review.  

 Dr. El-Desoky conducted a retrospective chart review to compare 
retention in care between ID physicians and family practice physicians in a 
PrEP clinic.  

 Dr. Nguyen assessed the prevalence of diabetic retinopathy in diabetic 
patients on fibrates.  

 Dr. Johnson conducted a retrospective chart review to compare the time 
to readmission for long-acting injectable antipsychotics in acutely ill 
patients. 
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“I have spent my undergraduate, graduate, and post graduate training at Xavier University, 

and I am proud to say that I am a product of Xavier. I have truly enjoyed my time here and 

have unforgettable memories and friendships as a keepsake to guide me through the next 

stages of my career. I will continue my journey at Brooke's Military Medical Center in San 

Antonio, Texas as a Ambulatory Care Clinical Pharmacist. To the new residents, you have 

the most valuable resources and support right here so don't be afraid to reach out and ask 

for help. The people at Xavier are truly exceptional.” 

-Rania El-Desoky, PharmD 

“It has been a truly rewarding experience to be a PGY-1 Pharmacy Resident at this institution. 

Xavier will always have a special place in my heart because of the time I have spent here. To all 

of my preceptors, thank you for serving as paragons of pharmacy practice so that my career 

and service to patients may be imbued with the same dedication to Xavier’s mission as I go 

forward. To everyone that has helped me progress through the program, in large and small 

ways, I appreciate everything that you have brought to Xavier and to my experience. To the 

new residency class, I wish you success and happiness. Remember that you all are going 

through it together, and you can be each other’s best resource.”  

-Micah Johnson, PharmD 

“I first set foot on Xavier’s campus seven years ago as a timid yet determined 

freshman. Gone now are those faint footprints in the ground which are now replaced 

by surefooted steps. As I approach the closure of my postgraduate training here, I 

would like to reflect upon my experiences and thank the countless individuals who 

have vectored the trajectory of my pharmacy endeavors up to this point. This is not 

only a farewell to the residency program for me, but also to the place I have called 

home for the last seven years.  To the new residents, I would say to lean on each 

other throughout this journey. It is not easy, but it will be worthwhile.” 

-Anthony Nguyen, PharmD 

“It has been truly rewarding to not only learn from you all, but also become a part of a 

wonderful group of people who genuinely support each other. It is with great pleasure 

that I can say, that I will continue my career at Ochsner in the Digital Medicine Program 

here in New Orleans. To the new residents, make sure to stick together and encourage 

one another. Also, do not be afraid to branch out and learn more about the DCAS faculty. 

They are remarkable.” 

-Bolanle Soyombo, PharmD 
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PRECEPTOR SPOTLIGHT  
Kierra M. Dotson, PharmD, BCPS 

About the Residency Program 

Learn more about the Pharmacy Residency 
Program at Xavier University of Louisiana. 
For more information, please contact us at: 

Janel Bailey Wheeler, PharmD, BCACP 
Residency Program Director  
jbailey1@xula.edu  
(504) 520-5369  
 
Shandrika Landry, PharmD, BCACP, CDE 
Assistant Residency Program Director 
srwillia@xula.edu  
(504) 520-6732 

Health Awareness: Immunizations 

August is National Immunization Awareness Month! 
We all need vaccines to help protect us from serious 
diseases. To help keep our community safe, Xavier 
University College of Pharmacy is proudly participating 
in National Immunization Awareness Month.  

Pharmacists have the ability and the duty to raise 
awareness and promote vaccinations among our 
friends, family, and community. Using the CDC 
Immunization Schedule or the Vaccination Assessment 
Tool we can make sure that we are giving appropriate 
recommendations to our patients.  

Practice Site: University Medical Center 
Specialty Area: Infectious Diseases/HIV 
Education: Howard University 
Postgraduate Training: 
 PGY-1 Pharmacy Practice Residency: 

Louis Stokes Cleveland VA Medical 
Center 

 Postdoctoral Fellowship: University of 
Houston College of Pharmacy 

As many are aware, Louisiana leads the nation in the number of 
people living with HIV. The location of XUCOP places faculty, 
residents, and students in a unique position to work towards 
advancing patient care in the hopes of enhancing HIV treatment and 
prevention. As a Clinical Assistant Professor and Clinical Pharmacy 
Specialist here in New Orleans, I am on a mission to increase the HIV 
clinical workforce, including its diversity and the role of the 
pharmacist. In partnership with Howard University and the Health 
Resources and Services Administration (HRSA), we are working 
towards the integration of the National HIV Curriculum (NHC) into 
HBCU health professional programs’ curriculum to further enhance 
the knowledge and skills essential to clinical practice.  
 
During the Fall 2018 semester, I was able to integrate the Pre-
Exposure Prophylaxis Prevention topic and certification. This topic 
coincided with students learning how to conduct a sexual history 
and counsel on the importance of HIV/STI prevention. Moreover, I 
have further utilized the NHC in rotational experiences to enhance 
HIV knowledge among trainees. Due to my work on this project, 
XUCOP has been recognized as the first member institution to 
successfully integrate parts of the NHC into our program.  
 
As a somewhat new practitioner, I continuously seek to build new 
relationships, collaborations, and innovative ways to transcend 
pharmacy practice. My advice to new practitioners and student 
pharmacists is to know your why. Create your own mission 
statement for your life and live it out in every endeavor!  

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/schedules/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/schedules/index.html
https://www2.cdc.gov/nip/adultImmSched/
https://www2.cdc.gov/nip/adultImmSched/

