Questions to Answer BEFORE You Write Your Essay for (Insert your name)


Carefully reflect on your responses to these questions BEFORE you begin writing your Personal Statement/Career Essay.  

NOTE: These questions are NOT  designed to serve as an outline for your essay; rather, you should use your responses to these questions to help guide your essay in a direction that creatively and clearly captures the characteristics that admissions committees look for (see http://www.xula.edu/premed/PMInfo/a.AppSeries/App07EssayGuide.htm ).

1. Is there anything unique about your background, family situation, or area in which you were reared?  

· Have you moved around a lot?  

· Who was the person(s) who mainly responsible for rearing you?  

· Describe the area(s) in which you were reared.

· Describe the high school from which you graduated.

· Is going to a four-year college common in your family?  Give detail.

· Other:

2. List 3-5 words which describe your core values. 

3. 
Why do you want to be a doctor? 

4. 
Why do you think you will be a good doctor?

5. 
What have you done (if anything) to demonstrate your interest in medicine?

6. 
What were the turning points in your life?

7. 
What has been your biggest challenge and how did you handle it?

8. What person most influenced your life?

9. List at least one major decision in your life and explain your reasons for that decision .

10. Do your current grades reflect your true potential? If not, what factors/circumstances of your life made it difficult for you to achieve to your true potential?

11. What is your primary motivation for entering the health profession to which you intend to apply?

12. There are more applicants than positions available in all health professions schools.  Why should a health profession school accept you rather than another person?

13. Have you considered what field of medicine (or dentistry or whatever) you would like to go into?  If so, what field are you considering?  If you are undecided, that is okay, just indicate the fields toward which you are leaning?

14. If everything goes as you hope it will, what do you envision your life will be like ten years from now?
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