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Staging and Performers 
Edith and Edgar Stern used their home as a hub for political activity, organizing debates 
and discussions about philanthropy, community and civic action. Accordingly, the three 
scenes from Freedom Ride will be staged on the grounds at Longue Vue, in the 
museum’s impressive Spanish Court. This site-specific work will feature internationally 
acclaimed soloists: Dara Rahming (soprano), Valerie Jones Francis (soprano), 
Chauncey Packer (tenor) and Anthony Zoeller (baritone). The soloists will be 
accompanied by celebrated pianist Wilfred Delphin and the Xavier University of 
Louisiana Concert Choir, directed by John Ware.   
 
A Legacy of Artistic Support 
The Sterns passionately supported emerging artists, including internationally renowned 
soprano and native New Orleanian Annabelle Bernard (1940–2005). In keeping with the 
Sterns’ legacy, composer Dan Shore was commissioned to create an opera for Longue 
Vue. Baker wanted to create a socially significant work with a local connection and 
Shore began researching the Freedom Riders. As he crafted the story for the opera, 
Shore thought about the circumstances of an individual who would defy convention and 
join the Civil Rights Movement, despite knowing the risks involved. 
 
“Who was the person who had the guts to do this? What is that process? When I thought 
about that I realized I had my opera,” Shore said. 
 
The 2011 recipient of the Gambit’s Big Easy Entertainment Award for Creative 
Achievement in Opera, Shore’s other operas and plays include An Embarrassing 
Position, Travel, and The Beautiful Bridegroom, which was awarded first prize in the 
National Opera Association's Chamber Opera Composition Competition and has been 
produced over a dozen times across the country.  He is an alumnus of the BMI-Lehman 
Engel Musical Theatre Workshop and a Fulbright scholar; he holds a B.M. and M.M. 
from the New England Conservatory and a Ph.D. from the City University of New York.   
 
Freedom Ride is part of an ongoing effort by Baker to reconnect with Longue Vue’s 
mission of supporting civic engagement, environmental stewardship and artistic practice. 
In addition to Freedom Ride, Longue Vue has embarked on an ambitious agenda that 
stresses the museum’s role as a resource for adult and youth education and a catalyst 
for social change.  
 
About Longue Vue 
Longue Vue House and Gardens is an eight-acre Country Place Era estate comprised of 
a Classical Revival-style mansion surrounded by 11 different gardens, including an 
interactive children’s garden. The former home of philanthropists Edith and Edgar Stern, 
Longue Vue now serves as an educational and cultural resource.  Longue Vue offers 
tours daily and holds events and exhibits that fulfill its mission “to preserve and use the 
historical and artistic legacy of Longue Vue and its creators to educate and inspire 
people to pursue beauty and civic responsibility in their lives.” Longue Vue, a designated 
National Historic Landmark, is accredited by the American Association of Museums and 
included on the National Register of Historic Places.  For more information, visit 
www.longuevue.com. 


