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of which are highlighted in this 

publication.   

Our commitment in publishing 

this newsletter is aimed at 

keeping our parents and family 

members connected to your 

Xavierite‟s First Year Experi-

ence.  We hope that we can 

provide you with valuable and 

meaningfu l  in format ion 

through our publication!  We 

are excited to welcome our 

new Xavierites, and we are 

looking forward to a great year.  

We welcome you to the Xa-

vierite Parent and Extended 

Family Member Community.  

It is our hope that Xavier be-

comes a treasure not only to 

our newest students but to you 

as well! 

With the initial move-in day 

nearly three months in the rear-

view, it is interesting to see 

how new students have inte-

grated into their new environ-

ment—aiming to become suc-

cessful members in their newly 

found family here at Xavier!  

The new college student transi-

tion is one that is filled with 

excitement, anticipation, and 

anxiety.  As proud parents and 

family members look on as 

their little ones make that first 

step toward adulthood, stu-

dents look back with a sense of 

pride for their accomplish-

ments but a hint of fear of the 

unknown in the new thing 

called “college life.” 

This year, our Peer Dean Plan-

ning Committee suggested the 

theme “Fresh Start” for the 

Class of 2015 / Pharmacy 

2017.   The “Fresh Start” was 

described as a fresh beginning; 

a fresh outlook; a fresh breath 

of air in a new environment; all 

and all, a Fresh Start!  New 

students, both first-time fresh-

men and transfers, both tradi-

tional and non-traditional, 

would be able to identify with 

this “Fresh Start.”  It would 

symbolize the starting mark for 

the road to a successful college 

career. 

Throughout the Fall Orienta-

tion program, new students 

were engaged in various pro-

grams to assist them with their 

transition and integration into 

the Xavier Family.  Students 

were connected with campus 

resources such as Academic 

Support Services, Career Ser-

vices, Counseling & Wellness, 

as well as student leadership 

and involvement opportuni-

ties—just to name a few.  They 

were also introduced to a num-

ber of Xavier traditions, some 

FROM THE VICE PRESIDENT’S DESK 
As we celebrate the publication 

of the first edition of our FYE 

Parent Newsletter for 2011—

2012, I want to thank you for 

being a part of the Xavier fam-

ily.  Your decision to allow 

your child to matriculate at 

Xavier was a wise choice.  It is 

our daily aim to earn the trust 

you have afforded us as an 

institution of higher education.  

At Xavier University, we re-

main committed to assisting 

young people develop into 

young adults that will go out in 

our nation‟s communities and 

provide effective leadership and 

service in their respective fields 

of study.  The Division of Stu-

dent Students stands ready and 

willing to assist these young 

Xavierites as they prepare for 

their future.  It is our hope  that 

you, too, will assist us on this 

journey! 

Our doors are always open.  

Please feel free to contact me 

if there is anything I can do to 

assist you and your child in 

the Xavier experience. 

We are glad to be “family.” 

Joseph K. Byrd 

Vice President for 

Student Services 
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Xavier University is, as our motto says, 

“Rooted in Tradition, Committed to Success.”  

We are not only proud to claim that brief 

statement as our motto but we are proud 

to say we live by it!   

Throughout the Orientation program, 

several traditions of the University were 

shared as we welcomed our new Xavier-

ites and their families.  With our parents 

and family members, we shared with you 

the Rites of Passage ceremony.  This cere-

mony, many times emotionally charged 

and bittersweet, served as the symbolic 

marker of young adulthood.  Many par-

ents, and a good number of students, 

arrived at this mark with teary eyes and  

anxiety.  Although parents stood proud 

and students stood ready to embark on 

their new journey, emotions ran high 

with many as the reality of it all began to 

set in. 

After several days of the program and 

interaction with their class peers and Peer 

Deans (student orientation leaders), new 

students attended the annual Capping 

Ceremony.  The Capping Ceremony, one 

of the most highly anticipated and cele-

brated programs for new students, shares 

the tradition of the XU Baseball Cap—

which is the official recognition of the 

Class of 2015 (Pharmacy Class of  2017) 

as a class cohort!  The cap, although sim-

ple in design, stands as a daily reminder 

of the ultimate goal: the day students will 

exchange their baseball caps received 

during their freshman year for their 

graduation caps.   

The ceremony concluded with the recita-

tion of the treasured “As a Xavierite” 

pledge—an oath to pursue excellence, 

take responsibility for one‟s actions, and 

to excel in both service and leadership.   

ber, your parents watched maturity set its 

course for them and for you.  Nothing broke 

your stride as you pursued, worked, and es-

tablished yourself as the parents you are to-

day.  Just ask yourself, “Am I confident 

enough to allow my child to make choices 

which will help him/her become a successful 

and worthwhile individual?”  This time can 

be seen as a wonderful experience, or as diffi-

cult as you might make it. 

Guess what...those first few days have 

passed, and then a week; and now, a 

month.  It is done!  Your little one did it! 

 

How are you doing as parents and family 

members?  Calling daily—multiple times 

for some?  Good parenting will never be 

over emphasized.  Our young adults trig-

ger this „waiting in limbo‟ feeling which 

can cause parents and family members to 

mature and continue on with life in quite 

a different fashion. 

 

Still, our young adults are facing a tough 

transition themselves.  Daughters and 

sons miss home, dinners, and that special 

„set aside‟ time they have enjoyed their 

entire lives.  As parents, we share in the 

feelings of lonely hearts.  Letting go is a 

temporary phase via college—not a set-

back in life‟s promised journey.  Remem-

ON THE MOVE...THE ROAD TO LETTING GO 
Article Contributed by:  Shirley F. Labbe, XU Counseling & Wellness Center 
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ABOVE:  Several members of the Class of 2015 / Phar-

macy Class of 2017 pose for quick photo opportunity 

after the Fall 2011 Capping Ceremony! 

 

BELOW:  Say Cheese! Several new female Xavierites 

pose for a quick picture right after receiving their caps! 

5 Quick Tips 

1. Don’t make conversations feel like “quizzes.” 

2. Ask your student what s/he is learning in class 

instead of always focusing on grades. 

3. Balance your communication by not always mak-

ing it about him/her —share what’s happening in 

your life, too. 

4. Don’t call or e-mail constantly—there needs to be 

a healthy distance. 

5. Ask what s/he is getting involved in and what 

interests her/him so far. 

ABOVE:  Incoming freshman Devinn Rolland pose for a 

photo opportunity during move-in day with her parents! 

 

BELOW:  Incoming Freshman Cameron Franklin and his 

mother gearing up to move in St. Michael Hall! 



The staff in the Student Academic Suc-

cess Office would like to partner with 

parents and guardians of all first-year 

students.  Mid-terms grades were due on 

October 18, and you are encouraged to 

review the academic progress of your 

loved ones.  Encourage them to utilize 

the academic support resources that are 

available.  Free assistance is available in 

the Writing Center as well as the Math, 

Reading, Chemistry, Biology, and Phys-

ics labs. 

The Student Academic Success Office 

also hosts workshops throughout the se-

mester.  Individual appointments are 

available Monday through Friday from 

8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  We advise decid-

ing majors and help students identify 

academic success strategies that will help 

them perform optimally in their classes.  

After the semester concludes, we look 

forward to inviting students to be in-

ducted into the Alpha Lambda Delta 

First Year Honor Society.  First year stu-

dents who earn at least 12 hours toward 

their degree with at least a 3.5 grade point 

average are eligible for membership after 

the fall and spring semesters.   

At Xavier, we believe that all students 

have the potential for success, regardless 

of their academic 

p r e p a r a t i o n .  

Please feel free to 

contact the Stu-

dent Academic 

Success Office at 

(504) 520-5466 if we can be of assistance. 

For more information on the Student 

Academic Success Office, visit us on the 

web at: 

 

http://www.xula.edu/saso 

Article Contributed by: 

Student Academic Success Office 

Carrie Johnson, Miss Freshman 

Peyton Williams, 1st Lady 

Gayla Williams, 2nd Lady 

 

Congratulations to all the students who 

were elected and we wish them the best of 

luck and success in their endeavors for 

2011-2012! 

ENGAGING IN THE 

DEMOCRATIC PROCESS  

Eager to participate in the student leader-

ship community, some members of the 

Class of 2015 quickly signed up for the 

opportunity to serve as the leaders of their 

class!  Each class cohort at Xavier elects 

several officers to fulfill various leader-

ship responsibilities for their class and 

provide an active voice for their peers in 

the student governance system.   

 

Unique to many Historically Black Col-

leges & Universities, students also elect 

female representatives from their class to 

represent them on the Homecoming 

Court.  These court members are not only 

responsible for planning and hosting 

Freshman Week but they also assist Miss 

Xavier in a variety of endeavors including 

Homecoming, Black History Month, and 

Women‟s History Month.   

 

The Class of 2015 elected the following 

students to serve as their leadership for 

the 2011—2012 academic year: 

 

Larrianna Varnado, President 

Derrick Martin, Vice President 

Danean Edmond, Secretary 

Ashley Taylor, Treasurer 

Kaleb Murry, Congressperson 

Imani Steven, Congressperson 
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Larrianna Varnado 

Kenner, LA 

Danean Edmond 

Washington, DC 

Imani Steven 

Hattiesburg, MS 

Derrick Martin 

Mobile, AL 

Ashley Taylor 

Madison, MS 

Kaleb Murry 

Birmingham, AL 

Gayla Williams 

Lafayette, LA 

Carrie Johnson 

San Francisco, CA 

Peyton Williams 

Lafayette, LA 

The Class of 2015  Court 

http://www.xula.edu/oae/index.php
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Nov. 12 XU Coronation Ball 

Nov 14-18 XU Homecoming Week 

Nov. 23-25 Thanksgiving Holidays 

Dec. 5 Last Day of Classes 

Dec. 7-12 Final Examinations 

Photography highlighted throughout this newsletter is courtesy of University Photographer, Irving Johnson, III and Student Photographer Alyssa Mercadel. 

Above:  New Freshmen Alexys Nunn, Kierra Barnes, and 

Taylor Boyce pose for a quick picture during the Wacky 

Olympics event during New Student Orientation. 

Above:  New students actively participating 

in the Capping Ceremony while reciting the 

“Xavierite Pledge”. 

Above & Below:  New Students enjoy some of 

South Louisiana’s best deserts at the Sweet Taste 

of New Orleans event during Fall 2011 New Stu-

dent Orientation.  Masked servers and carnival 

music set the atmosphere for a fun-filled afternoon 

and tasty treats! 

Below:  New Freshman Trey Love and his mother 

pose for a picture with Dr. Loren Blanchard, Senior 

Vice President for Academic Affairs, during the Fall 

2011 President’s Reception. 

Above:  New student Imani McGlenn and her family pose for a picture with Dr. 

Norman C. Francis, President of Xavier University, during the Fall 2011 Presi-

dent’s Reception. 

Above (L-R):  1st Lady to Miss Freshman Peyton Williams, 

Miss Freshman Carrie Johnson, and 2nd Lady to Miss Fresh-

man Gayla Williams pose for a picture at the 2011 Mr. Junior 

Pageant.  This Western-themed pageant was the Freshman 

Ladies’ first campus appearance as a court! 

Above:  Freshman Bria Carmichael 

participating in the September 2011 

“Service Saturday” event.  

Above:  Freshman Cheerleaders pose for a quick picture 

during the 2011 UNCF Walk-a-Thon. 


