
   Allow me to begin by saying I am very 

proud to be addressing the EXCEL family 

on behalf of group 3. It seems as though just 

the other day we were all sitting in this same 

room getting to know each other and meet-

ing our magnificent instructors, group lead-

ers, and administrators. That day was 4 

weeks ago.  It is time to say farewell as we 

end our summer and embark upon our sen-

ior year in high school. 

It is now time to apply what we have 

learned over the course of the past month 

into our school and daily life. We learned so 

much inside and outside the classroom, 

academically and socially.   From Critical 

Writing and Reading to Swamp Tours and, 

who could forget, Essence Festival.   I ada-

mantly enjoyed every aspect of my stay in 

New Orleans at Xavier University. 

The instructors taught us strategies to help 

improve our SAT and ACT scores, the 

group leaders awarded guidance and advice 

whenever needed, the administration offered 

vital information in the college admission 

process.  We have been given the master 

keys to success.  It is up to us to decide 

which door or doors we choose to open with 

those keys.  Our senior year, graduation, 

college, and careers will reveal many doors 

and, without a doubt,  we have been pre-

pared to walk boldly through them all!  

Whatever your prospective majors and ca-

reer choices are, I wish upon you all pros-

pering success. 

Mr. Damon Williams is constantly express-

ing the importance of networking and fellow-

shipping and that’s exactly what we have 

been doing this summer.  I believe it’s safe to 

say many of the friendships we have  built at 

Xavier and the relationships we have estab-

lished with the administration will be sus-

tained far into the future.  I am looking for-

ward to sharing my success with you and 

hearing about your successes as well. 

On behalf of my team – the awesome group 

3,  we would like to thank Mr. Williams, Ms. 

Majors, Ms. Williams, Mr. Barnes, Vernon, 

Jared, Alycia, Sequoia, Rob, and our mag-

nificent instructors. Thank you for your con-

tribution to our success.   Finally, we would 

like to thank our 

parents for their 

many sacrifices 

and prayers.  We 

love you and 

appreciate you 

above all. 

  - John Goode  
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EXCEL participants enjoy 

themselves on the jazz  

dinner boat ride. Brandi  

Temple (left) sits with  

Excel ‘11 Valedictorian 

Jade Jackson and Shelbi 

Young (l-r)  and Ibrahim 

Williams on the Creole 

Queen paddle boat.  
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VOLUME I I ,  ISSUE I I  

Best Instructors- Brother Camari, Mrs. Haydel 

Favorite Group Leader – Jared Romance, Sequoia 

Storms  

Best Smile- Ibrahim Williams, Jordan Rembert 

Most Athletic- Leon Chisum, Jazmine Crain 

Most Attractive- Ibrahim Williams, Krystal   

Roggerson 

Best Personality- Malcolm Bratcher, Shawn   

Wilson 

EXCEL Spirit – Jared Humbles, Shawn Wilson 

Most likely to attend Xavier – Melvin Williams, 

Mariah Brown 

Most likely to be seen on BET- Karlton Pannell, 

Tatanisha Canselo 

Most likely to succeed- Jade Jackson, John 

Goode 

Best Dressed- Bradley Williams, Nnenia 

Stephens 

Most Studious- Jade Jackson, Justin Vance 

Biggest Facebook Addict- Ibrahim Williams, 

Emari Alexander 

Most likely to make you laugh- Karlton Pannell, 

Sierra Witcher 

Friendliest- Melvin Williams, Sydney Bellow 

 Most likely to be famous- Malcolm Bratcher, 

Nadja James 

 

Best Couple- John Goode and Jordan Rembert 
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EXCEL Superlatives  

as one moves up in education.  

The most important factor that we 
learned was how to use our freedom 
wisely. The amount of independence 
we were given was extraordinary, as is 
the amount of independence one re-
ceives entering college. With the help of 
each other, our group leaders, Ms. Ma-
jors, Mr. Barnes, and Mr. Williams, we 
used our independence proficiently and 
honorably.  

I would personally like to thank my par-
ents, Kerri and Jos® Santiago, for send-
ing me here. It may be a few years 
later, but I think I have experienced a 
portion of the college life that you both 
had here on Xavier Universityôs cam-
pus, and I am truly grateful that you 
invested your time and money to put 
me in the position I am in today. Thank 
you. 

Through the rough and the smooth, I 
grew to love this campus, as well as the 
experience that was bestowed upon 
me, and Iôm sure I can say the same for 
my peers. We thank all of our parents 
graciously for sending us here and pro-

On June 23, 2011, fifty five rising sen-
iors arrived on Xavier Universityôs cam-
pus to experience ñthe college life.ò 
Being the age we are, it was natural for 
us to be hard headed toward some 
things, such as homework in the sum-
mer, two hours of study hall, our legs 
being our form of transportation to class 
each morning and evening (sometimes 
in the rain), using community showers, 
sharing one microwave between forty 
four girls who seemed to want ramen 
noodles at the same time every night, 
seven days a week, and biggest chal-
lenge, curfew. Thinking about it now, all 
of these experiences taught us the es-
sential assets we need to survive col-
lege. Through this program, we learned 
how to schedule our day, manage our 
time, speak to the public, think critically 
upon any subject or task at hand, so-
cialize, and share. I think we also 
learned to appreciate the comfort of our 
own homes as well. We were exposed 
to all fields that sparked our interests 
and more, attending different seminars 
with panels of students and profession-
als who enlightened us about higher 
education and the challenges life has 

viding us with the opportunity to be 
ahead of the game when we arrive to 
college. We thank all of our teachers for 
taking the time out of their summer to 
provide us with an education to suc-
ceed in school and on standardized 
tests. We thank all of our group leaders, 
including Sequoia, Alicia, Jared, Rob, 
and Vernon, for acting as older siblings 
to us, and sometimes parents, teaching 
us the ins and outs of college. We also 
like to thank the faculty of Super-
Scholar/Excel, including Ms. Linda Web
-Williams, Ms. Monica Majors, Mr. 
Kevin Barnes, and Mr. Damon Williams, 
for arranging all of our activities and 
providing a set of connections for us to 
use in the future.  

To the Super Scholars of Excel, our 
challenge is to excel to new heights in 
this world, and Iôm sure I can say for all 
of us, challenge accepted.  

-Shelby Santiago  

 

Our Challenge is to EXCEL to new heights... 



EXCEL Friends and Family, 

This summer sped by with a blur of joy, smiles and a lifetime of 

memories. None of this would be possible without any of you. 

Our preparation for the success of this yearôs program was well 

worth it. To see each participantôs matriculation brings knowl-

edge that all of our work will yield a great harvest. A harvest of 

leaders, inventors, innovators and entrepreneurs. Each EXCEL 

Alum is destined to change their world. Know that you had a 

hand in this and take pride in their successes.  

We are now preparing to pour into our next set of young minds, 

to give them the opportunities afforded to a select few. We hope 

that you will assist us in this, and that we may have some of this 

yearôs scholars come back to Xavier, giving back as much as 

you have received.  

Again, we say thank you for all that you have and will do. 

 

Best, 

SuperScholar/EXCEL Staff 

Sierra Witcher 

Jazmine Crain 

Ashley Davis 

Emari Alexander 

Misha Mullen 

 

Rachelle Forembling  

Ndidi Enyinnia 

Martina Little 

Jamiria Conner 

Imani Dunn 

John Goode 

Jade  Jackson 

Shelbi Young 

Aaron Copeland 

Mariah Brown: 

 

Bradley Williams 

Nnenia Muhammad-Stephens 

Sterling Thompson 

Ibrahim Williams 

Meghan Jones 

Jenay Willis 

Sydni Bellow 

Sattia Breckenridge 

Tatanisha Canselo  

Matranise Fontenberry 

Ciera Hampton 

Jared Humbles 

Jesica Irons 

Nadja James 

Dwon Jordana 

Kershaun Melson  

Grace Omigie 

Karlton Pannell 

Jordan Rembert 

Shelby Santiago 

Brandi Temple 

Zandria Thomas 

Iesha Turner 

Justin Vance 

Dywayne’ Washington 

Joelle Williams 

Melvin Williams 

Bianca Wilson 

Shawn Wilson 

Leon Chisum 

Esther Pierre 

Krystal Roggerson 

Malcolm Bratcher 

Tiffany Ewell 

Ashley Kemembin 

 

Quinton Furman 

Jasmine Hatcher-Moorman 

Taylour Jackson 

Ebonee Johnson 

  Congratulations to the SuperScholar/EXCEL Class of 2011 

All smiles before heading out 

Looking stylish for the Boat Ride  


