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The Xavier University of Louisiana College of Pharmacy Drug Information Center is affiliated with Tulane University Hospital and Clinic to provide drug information services to health care practitioners in the metropolitan area.  

Objective of the Drug Information Center

1. To serve as a premiere site for Doctor of Pharmacy students to train and develop skills in medical information retrieval and management;

2. Serve as an additional and specialized resource facility for Xavier University and Tulane University Medical Center faculty and students;

3. Provide focused information and resources on health care issues pertaining to underrepresented minorities with an emphasis on African-Americans

4. Serve as a resource for healthcare professionals to access and request unbiased information on medication therapies and disease-state management, including:

· Therapeutic uses and dosages

· Adverse effects

· Drug interactions 

· Pharmacokinetics and pharmacodynamics

· Drug use in pregnancy and lactation

· Product availability

· Generic drug bioequivalence

· Drug product identification (American and Foreign)

· Compounding

· Parenteral admixtures and stability

Description of the DIC Rotation
The Drug Information Rotation is designed to equip Pharm.D. students with knowledge in the area of drug information which can be utilized during the practice of pharmacy.  In addition, this rotation will prepare the student in a Pharmacy Practice/Drug Information Residency Program or for a position as Drug Information Specialist in an academic, industry or institutional setting.

Drug Information Rotation Goals and Objectives:

· Selecting the most appropriate drug information literature sources for any given question.
· Obtaining appropriate patient, drug and disease information from an inquirer initiating a patient-oriented drug information request.
· Communicating effectively verbally and in writing with pharmacists, nurses, physicians and pharmaceutical company representatives in solving drug information problems. 
· Responding to patient-specific inquiries in time for maximum clinical usefulness.
· Development of a drug or class-specific monograph for presentation during the mock Xavier DIC P&T Committee meeting.
· Thoroughly evaluating a clinical research article (“journal article”) from the drug literature (i.e., article from “Pharmacotherapy,” a peer-reviewed clinically oriented journal) and stating an opinion on the validity of the study design, statistical analyses and results.
· Oral presentation of journal article.
· Understanding and demonstrating use of the available computerized resources: MEDLINE (PubMed / OVID / Gateway), Micromedex, Iowa Drug Information Service.
· Demonstrating a good understanding of the drug information filing systems.
· Evaluating verbal and printed promotional material about drugs provided by pharmaceutical representatives.
· Assisting in the provision of information for the bimonthly Drug Information Center Newsletter.
· Participating in a Pharmacy & Therapeutics Committee Meeting (held monthly except February, June, August and December) and development of clinical monographs for use in evaluating therapies in the P&T meetings.
ASSIGNMENTS

Tertiary Literature Assignments

Objective

Each Friday provide a 10 – 15 minute presentation on a tertiary literature source of current interest to pharmacy practitioners.  This reference does not have to be housed at the Drug Information Center.  

JOURNAL CLUB PRESENTATION

Objective
· Describe a topic of recent interest to pharmacy practice

· Evaluate a clinical trial according to the criteria provided in Journal Club questions

· Describe the clinical applicability of the results of the trial

Drug Monograph and Mock P&T Presentation

Purpose

To have student become familiar with:

· the purpose of drug monographs use 
· the development process for drug monographs
· presentation of information at a Mock P&T Committee meeting
Each student will be provided an agent to prepare a drug monograph using the below format guidelines.  The monograph preparation requires the student to find and review relevant primary and tertiary articles for use.  In addition, tertiary resources (textbooks, etc) may be used in limited numbers to provide standard of care information.  Following preparation and completion of the monograph information, the student will present and defend their drug monograph and formulary recommendation during the Xavier University P&T Committee meeting.

