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A National Science Foundation Research Experiences for Undergraduates Program

June 7 – July 23, 2010
http://www.cis.uab.edu/UABCrimeREU
The University of Alabama at Birmingham is now accepting applications for the summer 2010 Research Experiences for Undergraduates (REU) program. 

What is it?  

This 8-week summer program is designed for undergraduate students who want “hands-on” research experience and for those who are interested in pursuing post-graduate degrees in fields such as Criminal Justice, Forensic Science, Computer Science, Sociology, Public Policy, Biology, and Chemistry.  The program is funded by the National Science Foundation (contingent upon final budgetary approval).  

Who are we?  
The setting for this REU site is the University of Alabama at Birmingham (UAB) in Birmingham, Alabama.  Known for its innovative and interdisciplinary approach to education at both the undergraduate and graduate levels, UAB is an internationally renowned research university and academic medical center.  UAB is classified as an institution of “very high research activity” by the Carnegie Foundation and is ranked among the top 15 percent of U.S. colleges and universities by The Princeton Review.  UAB is home to approximately 18,000 students at the undergraduate, graduate, and professional levels as of fall, 2009.  

REU students will have the opportunity to work closely with faculty from UAB’s  Department of Justice Sciences and Department of Computer and Information Sciences.  The 8 REU faculty members are nationally recognized for their expertise in working with large data sets, data mining and manipulation, quantitative and qualitative data analysis, and DNA analysis.  Please click here for contact information for 2010 REU Faculty. 
Who are we looking for?  
We are targeting undergraduate students from four-year colleges and universities who will have approximately 60 hours of credits by the start of the program this summer.  A total of 12 students will be selected for the inaugural summer 2010 program.  We are looking for highly motivated and promising students who want hands-on research experience in three exciting and emerging fields: Criminal Justice, Forensic Science, and Computer Forensics.  Students from underrepresented groups are strongly encouraged to apply.
What will you do?  If selected for the program, you will:
· conduct research in: 1) Criminal Justice, 2) Forensic Science, or 3) Computer Forensics.  

· work with faculty mentors in your research track for 35-40 hours per week to complete one or more projects during the summer experience.  In some cases you will work directly with a local criminal justice agency on your project.  

· attend Friday luncheons that include special presentations from local criminal justice professionals and time to interact with other REU students and faculty.  You will make a presentation of your research experience during the final Friday luncheon.  

· receive free lodging, food (up to $30 per day), and travel (up to $250) to UAB.  

· receive a stipend of $450 per week for 8 weeks ($3,200 total).    

· receive tours of several major criminal justice agencies in Alabama.  

· receive access to UAB libraries, labs, dining facilities, and the Campus Recreation Center.  

· receive tours of Birmingham and attend several special events in the area. 

Please read carefully and complete all items on the following pages.  When you have finished the entire application, please e-mail all files as attachments to Dr. Kent Kerley at krkerley@uab.edu.  
The deadline for completed applications is April 12, 2010.  Please e-mail or call Dr. Kerley (205-934-8548) if you have questions about the program prior to submission of your application.  
Before final selection, students may be asked to complete a brief telephone interview with Dr. Kerley and members of the research track to which they are applying.  Our intent is to notify all students selected for the program no later than May 7, 2010.  
Application for UAB REU 2010:
GENERAL CRITERIA FOR ELIGIBILITY

1.  Cumulative GPA of 3.0 in all university coursework

2.  Completion of approximately 60 hours of undergraduate credit (at least sophomore status)
Name: 












 last       
 

first       

  middle
Your college or university:  ________________________________________________
Best address:  __________________________________________________________       
   street                                           city,      
state       zip
E-mail (school):___________________________ (personal)______________________
Telephone (home):_________________________ (cell)__________________________
Class standing (as of summer, 2010):   soph ____   junior ____ senior ____ 
Major 







Minor







Anticipated date of graduation: 



Please list your order of preference for the 3 research tracks (1=top preference, etc.).  If you do not wish to be considered for one of the tracks, write n/a beside it.  
Criminal Justice

________________

Forensic Science

________________

Computer Forensics
________________

LEADERSHIP POSITIONS:  List any leadership positions held in official student organizations or community service organizations.

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES:  List any significant service activities to the local community.  

SCHOLASTIC AWARDS OR RECOGNITION:  Include membership in honorary societies, Dean’s Lists, Presidential Lists, etc.

ESSAY:  Please type a brief essay below indicating your current career goals. Please be as specific as possible about goals for graduate school or other post-secondary training, as well as plans for a career.  How do you think that participation in the REU Summer Program will help you to achieve those goals? Your essay should be 2-3 full paragraphs.  
ACADEMIC TRANSCRIPTS: Please send a current copy of your academic transcript that includes all of your college-level work to date.  It is fine to send an “unofficial” copy of the transcript.  At most colleges and universities, students can request an unofficial copy of the transcript from the Registrar’s Office.  You may even be able to print out your transcript from your student records site.  Simply scan the document (using a .pdf extension) and attach it with your application.  If you have trouble scanning, you may fax the transcript to my attention at 205-934-2067.  

LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION: Please include 1-2 letters of recommendation from faculty members at your home university who can evaluate your potential for success in the program.  You may include the letter(s) as an attachment in your application e-mail or have the faculty member send the letter directly to me at krkerley@uab.edu.  

Please sign and date below indicating that the information you have provided is true and accurate to the best of your knowledge.

Signature 
___________________________________________

Date 

___________________________________________
When you have finished the entire application, please e-mail all files as attachments to 
Dr. Kent Kerley at krkerley@uab.edu.
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