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Outlook rushwi go for the gold and ignore the cold

Kenosha, Wis., in mid-November is no day at the beach. Five of the six previous
times Xavier University of Louisiana cross country runners competed in the NAIA
National Championships in Kenosha, the high temperature the day of the races was in
the 30s or 40s — achill that Xavier runners don’t experience regularly.

Xavier would prefer to ignore the chill and savor the thrill in 2008.

The Gold Rush hasn’t been represented at the national meet since 2003, and the
only time Xavier qualified its entire men’s team was in 2002, But an NAIA change in
qualifying method — which, for the first time in eight years. rewards conference
champions with automatic bids to the nationals — gives Xavier high hopes.

“We like our chances,” said fourth-year coach Joseph Moses. **We won conference
the last two years, and we’ll have an experienced team this year. Going to nationals
would be a great reward for our guys.”

Qualifying for nationals also would mean a trip home for Gold Rush senior Joe
Drexler-Dreis. He's from Shorewood, a suburb about five miles north of Milwaukee.
Kenosha. the site of 27 of the past 32 NAIA men’s nationals, is about 40 miles south
of Milwaukee.

Xavier returns five lettermen, and three of them — Drexler-Dreis, Darren Wallace
and Bryan Khan — have been All-Gulf Coast Athletic Conference.

Wallace, a two-time All-GCAC runner, was fifth in the 2007 conference race and
fourth in 2006. Drexler-Dreis, seventh in the GCAC this past season, reduced his best
8.000 meter time by more than a minute from 2006, Khan was All-GCAC in "06 and
missed that honor by less than a second this past vear.

The other returning lettermen are junior Mario My les, a two-time All-GCAC tennis
player, and sophomore Jordan Wilson. New to the team are freshmen James Hearn and
Ray Walston.

Clinton, Miss. — where the Rush nipped Spring Hill by a point in 2006 to win its
first GCAC men’s title — will be the site of'this year’s conference meet. The GCAC
champ will advance to the NAIA National Championship on Nov. 22. Here are the
cold, hard facts: On that date the average high in Kenosha is 43 degrees, and the high
last year was 30.

Recent GCAC _
Champions 2008 Roster Ht wt Y. Exp. Hometown High School
2007 Xay Joe Drexler-Dreis 62 175 S A  Shorewood, Wis. Shorewood
2006 Xﬂg; James Heam 55 1656 Fr. HS  NewportNews Va. Woodside
2005 no race Bryan Khan 510 155 & A  BatonRougela.  BatonRouge
2004 Loyola Mario Myles 61 165 Jr 1L StoneMountain Ga. Redan
2003 Mobile Damen Wallace 54 123 Jr. A  BabonRouge La Baton Rouge
2002 Loyola Ray Walston 59 150 Fr. HS Aflania,Ga Mays
2001 Loyola Jordan Wilson 56 124 So. 1L  BatonRouge La.  BatonRouge
2000 Loyola HEAD COACH: Joseph Moses (LSU 1994), fourth season at Xavier.
ggg mﬂgi:e STUDENT ASSISTANT COACH: Sabrina Jones.
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XU's Best GCAC Finishes: 1stplace in 2007, 2006; 2nd place in 2004, 2003, 2002, 2000




2008 Gold Rush

Joe Drexler-Dreis
6-2 B 175 B Senior B Shorewood, Wis.

Two-year letterman . . . All-Gulf Coast Athletic Conference in 2007 as
a result of seventh-place finish in league meet . . . Made GCAC Honor
Roll in 2007-08 . . . 12th at the 06 GCAC meet . . . Helped the Gold - .
Rush win GCAC championships in *06 and *07 . ..Ran 8,000 metersin [

a career-best 28 minutes, 41.23 seconds at the 2007 Brooks Memphis li!‘

Twilight Classic . . . Recorded three of his four career top-10 finishes |I——— 1
in *07 . . . Transferred from Miami (Fla.), where he spent his freshman year . . . Helped
Shorewood High School finish second in the 4 x 800-meter relay in the Wisconsin
Interscholastic Activities Association state meet his senior year . . . Best times included
50.3 for 400 meters and 1:56 in the 800 . . . Majoring in theology and history.

James Hearn
5-5 M 155 M Freshman M Newport News, Va.

First year at Xavier . . . Ran best three-mile time of 17 minutes, 9
seconds in 2007 for Woodside High School . . . Outdoor track district
champion in 300-meter hurdles as a junior . . . Ran third leg of 3,200-
meter relay team which won district his senior year . . . Intercepted
two passes as a football cornerback his junior year . . . Honor-roll
student . . . Pre-pharmacy major..

Bryan Khan

510 ® 155 WM Senior M Baton Rouge, La.

Two-year letterman . . . All-Gulf Coast Athletic Conference in 2006 . . .
11th in *07 GCAC meet and seventh in "06 . . . Ran 8,000 meters in a
career best 29 miunutes 8.85 seconds at the Brooks Memphis Twilight
Classic in "07 .. . Best "06 time was 29:39.97 at GCAC meet . . . Four
career top-10 finishes . . . Helped the Gold Rush win GCAC champion-
ships in 06 and "07 . . . At Baton Rouge High School he ran 800

meters in two minutes to finish third in the Division [ state indoor meet his senior year . ..
District 4-5A outdoor champion in the 800 (1:59.19) his final year . . . Accounting major.

Mario Myles
6-1 ® 165 ® Junior ® Stone Mountain, Ga.

Returning letterman . . . Finished 12th at Gulf Coast Athletic Confer-
ence Championship in 2007 and helped Gold Rush repeat as team
champion . . . Best time for 8,000 meters was 29 minutes, 55.53
seconds at Brooks Memphis Twilight Classic . . . Two-time All-GCAC
men’s tennis player who helped Gold Rush win GCAC titles in 2007 and
2008 and rank in the final NAIA top 25 both seasons . . . Business
marketing major.
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