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1. In 2025, our university will have been serving students for almost 100 years - 100 years! Despite its age, I cannot overemphasize how vibrant, how passionate, how full of potential and life Xavier University of Louisiana is.  I pledged because the same excitement with which I experienced in (entering class year) is still beaming from the campus. It is found within the multi-disciplinary staff, the dynamic curriculum and the close-knit student groups.  I see it when I visit the campus and talk to the student body. I see it when I spend time with alumni or when I share my alma mater with members of my community. I pledged because our first 100 years was just the beginning and I cannot wait to see where we can take Xavier from here.  

2. I pledged because I am proud of what our alma mater stands for - community - it is our most defining trademark and has set Xavier University of Louisiana apart from other universities for almost 100 years.  As students, we did not compete against one another, rather we studied together and supported each other.  The community I developed at Xavier has continued with me as an alumnus.  I pledged because this value, this comradery, and the importance of it has guided me in my career and I believe, my appreciation of it and integration of it in my professional life, has resulted in my success. I pledged because the community that Xavier fosters in its students, faculty and alumni is worth preserving for future generations.

3. I pledge because the role Xavier University of Louisiana has played in preparing thousands of young African Americans for graduate work, including careers in medicine, engineering and science is worth preserving for generations to come.  Before other university’s saw the importance of integrating entire STEM programs into their curricula, Xavier did.  Our university recruited experts in the fields in science and technology to enrich the minds of its student body - my peers, my fellow alumni and myself.  I am proud of the education I received. It whole-heartedly encouraged me to take risks in my career and, at the same time, offered me advantages above my peers.  I will pledge each year because of the vision our alma mater had decades ago and I pledge because of the visions that are shaping its future.

4. I pledge because the role Xavier University of Louisiana has played in preparing thousands of young African Americans for graduate work, including careers in education and business is worth preserving for generations to come.  St. Katherine Drexel saw the need for teachers and began a training ground at Xavier for African American teachers.  She was also proactive in adding business as a major so that more African Americans could plan their futures by owning their own businesses. Due to her vision, programs such as the Youth Motivation Task Force was founded to expose students to industries outside of STEM.  I am proud of the education I received and the network of colleagues, mentors, and sponsors I built during my time at Xavier and afterwards. I will pledge each year because of the vision our foundress had 100 years ago and the relationships that are shaping the future of Xavier.

5. I am pledging for the future gold that Xavier University of Louisiana has yet to mine and shape.  My education afforded me so many amazing opportunities.  The career I have had, the colleagues I have known and the friends I have held dear are often traceable to my connection with Xavier.  The opportunities, the riches and the ‘gold,’ I have in my life are directly correlated to the that which Xavier faculty and staff shaped and mined.  There is a reason our mascots are the Gold Nuggets and Gold Rush - Xavier is consistently producing precious results by way of their student and alumni accolades, their prestigious curriculum and award-winning results. I will be pledging to preserve the Gold that Xavier is known for.

