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Xavier University of Louisiana makes new Appointments in Honors Program and in
the College of Arts and Sciences

New Orleans, La. - Xavier University of Louisiana has announced two new appointments. Dr. Shearon
Roberts, Assistant Professor of Mass Communication at Xavier, will take on the role of Xavier Exponential
Director this summer and Dr. Anderson Sunda-Meya, a Norwood Endowed Professor of Physics, will take

on a new role as Associate Dean in the College of Arts and Sciences.

Dr. Sunda-Meya is a faculty member in the Department of Physics and Engineering. Dr. Sunda-Meya has
expressed his excitement in joining the Dean’s office to contribute to the continuation of Xavier’s legacy
of success despite any obstacles.

I look forward to working with the faculty, students, and staff to further build on the College of Arts and
Sciences’ many achievements,” said Dr. Sunda-Meya.

In his new role, Dr. Sunda-Meya sees an opportunity to support the University’s overall mission to
promote a more just and humane society by molding the leaders of tomorrow. As the Associate Dean, Dr.
Sunda-Meya will promote the vision put forth by the College of Arts and Sciences and the Dean, which
includes the integration of inquiry in the search of a more comprehensive truth.

The College of Arts and Sciences encompasses six divisions- Biological and Applied Health Sciences,
Business, Education and Counseling, Fine Arts and Humanities, Mathematical and Physical Sciences, and
Social and Behavioral Sciences. In addition to his position as the Associate Dean, Dr. Sunda-Meya, who
has been part of the Xavier faculty for 13 years, will also continue as the Director of the Dual Degree
Engineering Program.

Dr. Shearon Roberts, a faculty member of the Department of Mass Communications since 2014, hopes to
continue to build on the strong foundation of the Xavier Exponential program in her new role.

Xavier Exponential is an honors program designed to help high-performing and high-achieving students
“power-up” their Xavier experience through interdisciplinary, collaborative, and innovative approaches to
learning that also effect positive social change. The program engages in three points of development:
Enhanced Leadership, Global Engagement, and Career Preparation.

“The opportunity to expand this through other programs at Xavier allows me to mentor more students
beyond those who take my courses,” said Dr. Roberts. "I hope to be able to reach more students through
the program and help them the best way that I can to achieve excellence.”

As she takes on the Director role for Xavier Exponential, Dr. Roberts will challenge students to imagine
themselves as leaders who can impact their communities both in a local sense and in the global
community. A former honors student herself, Dr. Roberts’ goal is to “create an experience that offers
Xavier students challenges that enhance career readiness and stimulate intellectual discussion while also
providing strengthened bonds with their peers and community.”
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###
About Xavier University of Louisiana

Being America’s only historically Black and Catholic University is just the first of the distinctions that have set Xavier
University of Louisiana apart for more than eight decades. Despite its relatively small size (3,300 students), Xavier is a
nationally recognized leader in the STEM and the health sciences, producing more African American students who
graduate from medical schools each year than any other university in the United States. Its College of Pharmacy is
among the top producers of African American pharmacists.

Its liberal arts-based programs in such areas as art, business, education, psychology, and political science — as well as
such recent additions as bioinformatics, data science, neuroscience, crime and social justice, and jazz studies — offer
students an unk ble combination of traditional classroom study, hands-on research, service-learning opportunities,
and life experiences. The winning Xavier formula? Provide students with a well-balanced curriculum and an
environment that nurtures their intellect and feeds their souls.

For more information about Xavier University of Louisiana visit us online at www.xula.edu or follow us on Facebook,
YouTube, or Twitter @ XULA1925. To book interviews and/or to speak with our experts in the field of pharmacy,
education, premed, public health, science, technology, math, business, English, communications, and the arts, contact
Lance Sumler at (504) 520-5240 or lsumler@xula.edu.



